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Youth News of Father

il Barnwell shook his ‘head and!. “we &ld what was necessary,
aid: “1 didn't even. know ne by means fair or foul, to
bas dead until you told me.” achieve our objectives,” Eifler

In a room crowded with war
Jeterans whose bonds of friend-
‘bhip wede forged in savage
ungle fighting, George Ikeda,
‘B8, searched for information
Jpbout a man he had loved.

his father. )
The elder Tkeda was 4an
pfficer in Delachment 101 of the
lsunérisceret Oifice of Stralegic
Services and participaled in the
outfit’s” spectacular guerrill
exploits behind enemy lines i
Buirma during World War II. H
died in an airplane crash si
years ago.

“1 suppose I just wasn
Jcurious then about what kind o
fman my father was,” Iked
said. “But I want to find ouf
now.” \

1

been invited to the Shoreham
Hotel where Detachment 103
held its annual reunion this
weck, At a reception, the Le
high  University
examined photographs of thg
old outfit’s personnel, read thq
unit’s citations and tried to fing
his father’s buddies.

Reserve  Officers’
Corps in college and some da
may have to face the same typ
o{ guerrilla warfare in whic}
his father engaged more thaj
two decades ago.

Ikeda wanted to know about]

Ikeda, of Cabin John, Md., had||

Not ~many others recalled | doclared. ,
jawaiian-born ~ Capt.  Chick Eifler was an unusual man to
k?{djz'son was told # Was cor- | head an unusual mission. A high
hon for American officers to be .ac]:hoxl‘mdrq{;o?st,,zzh?‘TitllSESkelg
fotached from the main body o e A e they found 1 was:
roops to serve for extenasa .5, huckled S
criods with nalive guerrillas,. lsilat};?. °E}’§er became a Los!
ol opportitis o frend, angles _ polceman,  border
1 ed. : | patrol  officer an uilding .
Although Tkeda learned littlel gontrac‘oor. He joined the Army |
| & A l Yy e -
Futhless war in which his {atlxgr! before the war sbartefl. Eifler
ought. He heard oflbatt" es ini was commanding a prisoner of
blaces with Kiplingesguei war' camp on Hawaii when he

itara, and Loilem. And he heard:
f tactics used by his father ang | to form the detachment.
ther officers which today are: Discharged after _
cing employed by the Viet'! wound sustained in a landing
ong. : ioperation, Eifler quickly

hames, like Lawksawk, Paug-iigas summoned to Washington'

{ tion.” -
a head]

sophomorq

Tkeda had another reason fof’
Lattending. He is in the Army]

Training

The detachment’s first com.! climbed the “academic totem
pole. He was graduated - from
high school and received four
college degrees, including a
doctorate in psychology. '
What troubles Eifler today is
that many of the weapons and
tactics ‘used by the detachment
‘are being employed by the Viet
-Cong. . v
“They are fighting as we
fought, It is difficult to over-
come,” he said. “They are
picking the time and place to
+fight as we did.”, '
. There is an important differ-
ence, however.
“In -Burma, we ran the guer-
rilla warfare and knew our

mander, Carl Eifler, of Monte-!
ey, Calif., described the group |
as “the only World War II unit,
hind enémy lines led by

Americans.”’ Its mission was 0,

|gence operations in Japanese-
held territory.”

Eifler, .a beefy, silver-haired
Jpsychologist, handpicked the
first 21 men for the detachment.

“It came to & punk Army
captain to implement special
warfare in a quarter of the
world,” he said,

At its peak, Eifler's ouifit

“I don't think the people her
want to relive the war,” th
young man said. “But th
experiences of the war mad
them very close. If 1 went
Viet Nam, I would enjoy mee
ing olhers who went with m
wien it was all over.”

Lt. Col. Dan Barnwell
Springficld, Va., was among th
fc‘s who remembered Ikeda
ainer.

“We shared a tent for

der, blackhaired student. “Yo
dad was very inaustrious an
wanted to. learn the Burme
dialect. He would spend

time.”” Barnwell told the sleyf-

grew to about 300 Americans—
all volunteers — and 3,000

‘men. With this handful of men,
the detachment covered a 10,-,
000-square mile area of steam-!
ing jungles and impassable
roads: .

. In its devastating hit-and-run
‘operations, the detachment

while taking fewer than 400
casualties. In a key series of
engagements near the Stillwell
Road in Burma, the detachment
killed 1,247 enemy soidiers and
lost only 37 Americans and

killed 5,000 Japanese trooprsi

enemy,” . said Al Richter, a
captain with the detachment

Jdwho is now a Falls Church

businessman.

“In Viet Nam, the Viet Cong
is the guerrilla and he knows
who the enemy is.” ‘ ‘

Eifler's detachment utilized a'
'brutal “arsenal of homemade:
' weapons. It perfected the punji-
which were fire-hardened pieces
of bamboo. Semetimes the punji
sticks were stuck into balls and

|natives. . ¢
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swung, on a rope. "Anybody in
its way got stuck,” said Bill
Martin, of Cheyenne, Wyo. “It
could tear hell out of a man.”

The punji sticks also were
used in ambushes which be-
came @ trademark of the de-
tachment. “We would line the
jungle on either side with the:
sticks,” said James Ward, of
Bethesda, now a- Foreign Serv-
ice officer. Ile added: : f

“We would let the advance
parties through, and then we
would -open up with machine
guns at their front, and mortars
at their rear. They couldn't go
forward or backward, and the
punji sticks prevented them
from going in any other direc-

Ward pointed out that the
group did not intend to annihi-
late the enemy but to “harass
and kill as ma.gz;
before melting
jungle. )

Few people at the reunion
were interesied in, discussing
strategy, tactics, and the leng
days without a decent meal ix]

as possible”
ack into - the

malaria-infested jungles.
“When you  look back, yo
‘remember the good things,”
Ward said. “The bad side your
‘memary doesn't dwell on.” . ]
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